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KHPA releases statement on Medicaid managed care court ruling 
 

The following is a statement from Marci Nielsen, Ph.D., MPH, KHPA Executive Director, regarding the 
decision by Shawnee County District Court Judge David Bruns to decline a permanent injunction and uphold 
the Kansas Health Policy Authority’s award of managed care contracts: 
 
 “Today, Shawnee County District Court Judge David E. Bruns dismissed FirstGuard Health Plan of 
Kansas’ petition against the Kansas Health Policy Authority.  His decision upholds the award of managed care 
contracts for Title 21 and Title 19 beneficiaries to UniCare Health Plan of Kansas, Inc. and Children’s Mercy 
Family Health Partners. 
 
 “I, along with the Kansas Health Policy Authority staff, am pleased with this decision.  It permits us to 
move forward with the contracts that were awarded in the competitive bidding process.  Our customers are our 
priority, and our goal is to not have any gap in service.  We intend to continue our efforts toward a smooth 
transition for our providers and beneficiaries.” 
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